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MOTION PRACTICE 

All motions are heard on Monday unless a different hearing date is requested for more time pursuant to the Court’s scheduling order.  Parties may call the Judicial Assistant to request to appear by Zoom for any motion hearing. Zoom attendance will not be granted if the party has an active bench warrant. 

Waiver of Oral Argument 

Motions must comply with MCR 2.119.  The parties shall clearly state all issues and relevant legal authority in their motion and accompanying brief.  Motions may be decided on the briefs without oral argument pursuant to MCR 2.119(E)(3). The Court will prepare an Order and e-serve or personally serve the parties prior to the motion hearing.   
Responses to motions will not be accepted after 10:00 A.M. the Friday preceding the motion hearing, absent approval from the Court.  

Unless otherwise specified, the requesting party must submit an order reflecting the Court’s ruling within 21 days after the motion is heard in open Court.   

Seeking Concurrence Required 

The moving party must ascertain whether a contemplated motion will be opposed. The motion must affirmatively state that the concurrence of counsel in the relief sought has been requested on a specified date, and that concurrence has been denied or has not been acquiesced in, and hence, that it is necessary to present the motion. Failure to seek concurrence may result in a denial of the motion, adjournment or Court sanctions.

ADJOURNMENTS

Adjournment requests of scheduled events and motions are routinely handled by the Judge's judicial assistant.  A stipulation and order with the new date, signed by all counsel must be filed after approval of the adjournment. Adjournment of trials must be brought by motion and must state when the mater has already been adjourned previously and why. Adjournments of settlement conferences for pending mediation must state when the mediation will be held, the name of the mediator, and supporting documentation showing when the mediator was contacted.
Requests to withdraw or adjourn your own motion can be directed to the Clerk’s office.
 
MEDIATION

The Court strongly encourages all forms of Alternate Dispute resolution during the pendency of litigation.  Mediation may be ordered by the Court or included in the pre-trial order by stipulation of the parties.  The Court has a list of private mediators and utilizes the Community Resolution Center for mediating disputes. Parties must contact the mediator within 14 days of the order for mediation to avoid undue delay in the proceedings. 

SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES

Settlement Conferences are scheduled at the pre-trial conference. Counsel and parties are ordered to attend the settlement conference in-person and meet and confer on all issues unless their attendance has been excused by the court. 

Settlement Conferences are not conducted on the record, however, if the parties come to an agreement, the Court will place the agreement and Pro Con on the record at the time of the settlement conference. Parties who are not able to settle will receive a trial date at the time of the Settlement Conference.  

POST-JUDGMENT HEARINGS 

Parties are required to exchange witness and exhibit lists and submit a written brief seven days prior to a post-judgment evidentiary hearing.  

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH STANDING ORDER

Failure to comply with the provisions of this standing order may result in the preclusion of witnesses/exhibits, Court sanctions, adjournments, costs, or other relief deemed appropriate by the Court.  
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