APRIL 2026

COUNTY OF SAGINAW

NEWSLETTER

www.saginawcountymi.gov

= facebook.com/saginawcounty

Thanks to Saginaw County Parks who brought the
bunnies out and placed them on the Courthouse lawn!
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Board of Commissioners
Suzy Koepplinger, Board Coordinator

Board of Commissioners
Announce New Committee
Meeting Structure

Starting in April there will be changes to the
standing committee structure. These
changes are as follows:

Courts & Public Safety will be held the first
Tuesday of the month at 4:00PM (no
change).

Human Services has been combined with
County Services, which meets on the first
Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m., so
there is no HSC meeting on Monday.

Budget/Audit and Labor Relations have been
combined under the new name of “Finance
& Human Resources” and will meet on the
first Thursday of the month at 4:00 p.m.
(There is no longer a separate Labor
Relations meeting on the second Monday of
the month.)

Executive Committee will meet as called by
the Chair. On the 2" Tuesday of the month
the Board of Commissioners will meet either
as a Committee of the Whole or a Work
Session.

Please check the County of Saginaw website
for agendas, meeting minutes and
cancellations.

www.saginawcountymi.gov

www.saginawcountymi.gov

Courts & Public Safety
Committee
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 - 4:00PM

County Services Committee
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 -
4:00PM

Finance & HR Committee
Thursday, April 9, 2026 - 4:00PM

Committee of the Whole
Work Session
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 - 4:00PM

Board Session
Tuesday, April 21, 2026 - 5:00PM

Chairman Jack Tany presents a
Saginaw County W.AV.E. award to
Dr. Samuel Shaheen at the
Saginaw Future annual meeting.

Old Town Saginaw
Association Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 4™ 12:00
Borchard Park
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mailto:boc@saginawcountymi.gov
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The Dow Event Center

Kevin Murphy, General Manager
kevin@doweventcenter.com
County Services Committee
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SR L ETES A ''"Be Ready Saginaw County!!
Mark Przybylski, Director April’s Obi .
mprzybylski@saginawcountymi.gov Priis jective:

County Services Committee SHELTERING vs. EVACUATION

SHELTER IN PLACE
Shelter-In-Place generally means that you stay where you are - indoors - and do not go outside
until the all-clear is announced by local authorities.

e Close all doors to the outside and close and lock all windows.

e Turn off all air conditioners and all heating systems and switch inlets to the “closed” position.
Seal any gaps around window air conditioners with tape and plastic sheeting, wax paper or
aluminum foil.

e Turn off all exhaust fans in kitchen, bathrooms and other spaces.

e Close all fireplace dampers.

e Go to an above ground room (not the basement) with the fewest windows and doors. This is
usually a bathroom.

e Use tape and plastic food wrap, wax paper or aluminum foil to cover and seal bathroom
vents, range vents, dryer vents and other openings to the outside as much as possible
(including any obvious gaps around the windows and doors).

e Tune into the emergency broadcast system on your radio and television for information and
guidance.

EVACUATION
Evacuation means that you must leave your home and go to a safer place away from the danger
area. Evacuation may last for several days to several weeks.
e If public officials order you to evacuate, take that order seriously and act IMMEDIATELY
e Bring your Emergency Kit and be sure to include:
o Prescription medications
o Disaster supplies (see November's fact sheet for lit information)
Clothing and bedding (one change of clothes and bed roll for each person)
o Car keys and the keys to the place you may be going
e Turn off the water and gas to your home
e Lock your home
e Use travel routes specified by local authorities. Do not use shortcuts because some areas
may be impassable or dangerous
e If flooding is a danger avoid flooded roads and washed-out bridges
e Stay away from downed power lines
e Listen to local authorities. They provide the most accurate information and will communicate
the location of shelters

(@)
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Behind the bench:
‘Expect the

unexpected, says
Judge Julie Gafkay

Published Jan 26, 2026 7:30a.m.*Updated Jan 26, 2026 9:50a.m.
by: Cole Waterman, MLive.com
Photo Credit: Emma Burcusel

SAGINAW, Ml — Julie A. Gafkay has been a judge of Saginaw County Circuit Court for nearly
three years, but in her relatively short time on the bench, she’s learned to expect the
unexpected.

Gafkay was appointed to the judgeship by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer in April 2023 to fill a
vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Janet M. Boes. At the time, Gafkay described the
appointment as “a career-long dream come true.”

Gafkay owned her firm, Gafkay Law, specializing in litigation including civil rights,
employment discrimination, sexual harassment, retaliation, the Whistleblowers’ Protection
Act, and personal injury. She’s also served as an adjunct professor at Saginaw Valley State
University and an instructor in employment law at the National Business Institute. She is a
past president of the Saginaw County Bar Association and Women Lawyers Association of
Michigan.

Gafkay is now the chief judge of both Saginaw County’s Circuit and District courts.

Today, Gafkay is the focus of the third installment in The Saginaw News’ ongoing “Behind the
Bench” series.

Q: What inspired you to pursue a career in the law?

A: Fairness. My commitment to fairness was shaped early in life by watching my father lose
his job during the railroad reductions and later rebuilt with the stability of union-protected
work, and by seeing my mother advocate for my younger brother who was born with special
needs. Those experiences led me to pursue a career in law to advocate for others. After
nearly three decades as an attorney, | was drawn to the bench so | could focus not on one
side, but on achieving fairness by balancing competing interests and administering justice.

Q: What’s the most rewarding aspect of being a judge?

A: Hope. The most rewarding aspect of being a judge is that | get to witness the power of
hope every day. Court is often one of the hardest days in a person’s life — but even in those
moments, | see the opportunity for accountability, fairness, and a path forward. Being able to
offer that possibility of positive change is deeply meaningful to me.


http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/
https://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw-bay-city/2023/04/governor-appoints-saginaw-attorney-julie-gafkay-to-fill-vacated-circuit-court-judge-seat.html
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Q: What’s the most challenging aspect of being a judge?

A: Resources. The most challenging aspect of being a judge is navigating a system with
limited

resources. Too often, the services an individual needs for rehabilitation or restoration are
not readily available or affordable. Balancing justice, public safety, and human need within
those constraints is one of the hardest parts of this work.

Q: What advice would you give to your younger self when you first assumed the bench?

A: Expect the unexpected. No two days on the bench are ever the same. Be prepared to
adapt, listen carefully, stay grounded in fairness, and trust your instincts. You will be called
upon to make difficult decisions in moments you could never fully prepare for.

Q: What’s a common misconception the public has regarding your role?

A: A common misperception is that judges can rule however they want based on personal
feelings, political beliefs, or sympathies. The truth is that judges are constitutionally
required to take an oath of office. That oath of office imposes binding legal and ethical
duties on every judge. Judges must follow the rule of law, perform their judicial duties
impartially and diligently, and maintain professional competence.

Q: What’s your favorite legal novel, movie, and/or TV series and why?

A: “The Shawshank Redemption.” It’s a powerful story of perseverance — of how hope can
survive even in the darkest circumstances. It reflects what | see in court every day: that
even in moments of despair, the possibility of redemption and change still exists.

Q: Is there anything else you’d like the public to know?

A: Yes. | want the public to know that the Saginaw County Trial Courts are committed to
access to justice for all. For those who need assistance navigating the legal system, our
Legal Self-Help Center is available at the Saginaw County Courthouse. The Center is staffed
with Navigators who help with legal forms, directions, and connections to community
resources, so individuals can better understand the legal process and participate
meaningfully in their own cases. More information about the Courthouse Legal Self-Help
Center can be found at https:/www.saginawcountymi.gov/courts-public-
safety/courts/saginaw-court-legal-self-help-center/

Cole Waterman | Cole_Waterman@mlive.com

Cole Waterman is a public safety reporter for MLive. He
predominantly covers crime in Saginaw and Bay counties. He
attended Delta College and Saginaw Valley State University.
He has been a reporter with MLive since January 2008.
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Percolator Breakfast Business After Hours

Books & Brews YPN Connect: Morning Mix



http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/
https://web.saginawchamber.org/events/April-Perc-Breakfast-at-The-Dow-18570/details
https://web.saginawchamber.org/events/April-Business-After-Hours-18539/details
https://web.saginawchamber.org/events/Books-Brews-19602/details
https://web.saginawchamber.org/events/YPN-Connect-Morning-Mix-18582/details
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Health Department
Christina Harrington, Health Officer

Human Services Committee

www.saginawcountymi.gov
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Information Technology
Andrew Klaczkiewicz

County Services

MFA Fatigue Scams

Multi-factor authentication (MFA) helps protect your online accounts by making
you approve login attempts. However, enabling MFA doesn’t guarantee that your
information is safe. If cybercriminals get your login credentials, they can use a
tactic called MFA fatigue to try to access your account. In MFA fatigue scams,
cybercriminals try to overwhelm you with prompts via email, text message, or
phone call so you approve their login attempt.

Fake Support Text Messages

To set up this scam, cybercriminals trigger repeated MFA prompts by attempting to
log in to your account multiple times. Then, they text you and claim to be a
support team representative who has noticed the unusual behavior. To verify your
identity and protect your account, the representative says that you need to
approve the prompt. However, if you approve the prompt, the cybercriminals will
be able to access your account.

Verification by Phone Call

In another MFA fatigue scam, cybercriminals wait until it’s late at night when
you’re likely asleep and unprepared. Then, they attempt to log in to your account
using your credentials. If they’re successful, they’ll request a phone call MFA
prompt to the phone number you use for MFA. If you answer the phone call and
press the button to verify your identity, you’ll grant the cybercriminals access to
your account.

What Can | Do to Stay Safe?
Follow the tips below to stay safe from MFA fatigue scams:

* Never approve an MFA prompt you didn’t request. If you have a shared account,
verify the MFA prompt with the other account holder before taking action.

* |f you receive an MFA prompt you didn’t request, immediately change your
password for the associated account. You should also consider updating
passwords for accounts that use the same credentials.

e Create unique, strong passwords for each of your accounts. Without your
password, it’s difficult for cybercriminals to reach the MFA step of the login
process.


http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/
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Medical Examiner
Randy Pfau, Director

County Services Committee


http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/
mailto:rpfau@saginawcountymi.gov

APRIL 2026 www.saginawcountymi.gov



http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/

MARCH 2026 www.saginawcountymi.gov

Saginaw County Community
Mental Health Authority
Sandra M. Lindsey, CEO
sandra.lindsey@sccmha.org
Human Services Committee

Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority has released its SCCMHA FY25 MDHHS
Annual Submission Executive Summary.

The report was developed based on information gathered from a survey distributed to
various community partners in Saginaw County. These partners included individuals in law
enforcement, healthcare, nonprofits, government agencies, and other organizations that
serve Saginaw County.

A total of 84 stakeholders responded to the survey, identifying the needs in the county
where SCCMHA could develop further planning and policy implementation in assisting in
these specific areas.

The survey findings showed that some of the priority issues in Saginaw County are:
e Access & Navigation — Service availability and wait times
e Housing & Basic Needs — Homelessness and shelter access
e Housing & Basic Needs — Affordable/supportive housing
Workforce & System Capacity — Case management quality and follow-through
Access & Navigation — Insurance and affordability

Given these findings, SCCMHA will find ways to address these needs going forward to better
serve our Saginaw County community. You can find the full report here.

SCCMHA would like to recognize outstanding performances from staff
in our Evidence-Based Practices (EBP) in FY26 Q1.

Increasing numbers of positive improvement and work in EBP could be
found in such practices as Motivational Interviewing, Dialectal Behavior
Therapy, and Parent Support Partners, seeing strong upticks in those
areas.

We’d like to recognize the following staff for excellent work in the first quarter of 2026:

e Elise Hodgins

e Lainee Hilts-Forcade

* Myesha Crockett
We’d also like to note Dakota Cook of Saginaw Psychological for their positive work as well.
Thank you for all that you do, we appreciate your hard work and strong efforts to those we
serve at SCCMHA!


https://www.sccmha.org/userfiles/filemanager/hb9g79nlyw5v8iklavel/
http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/
mailto:sandra.lindsey@sccmha.org
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Mosquito Abatement
William Stanuszek

Human Services Committee

Plans and goals for our services are in place
as we finish our off-season work, including
hiring seasonal staff for our 50th mosquito
control season. We look forward to
commemorating this milestone with the
community through social media, public
outreach, and an open house on June 26.

We plan to highlight the history and foundation of our program while recognizing the
hundreds of community members who have spent their summers helping control
mosquitoes in Saginaw County since 1986.

As we enter the 2026 season, April marks the official start of mosquito control
operations. Our aerial spring treatment of flooded woodlands is scheduled for this
month, with the exact dates depending on weather conditions, including temperature
and rainfall. A colder start to April will delay treatment flights until later in the month,
while warmer weather may allow treatment to begin in mid-April. We utilize eight yellow
aircraft to treat nearly 90,000 acres of woodland habitat. This operation typically takes 4
to 10 days to complete, depending on weather. Once this countywide mosquito
population is brought under control, we shift into our regular seasonal operations.

Weather conditions will strongly influence mosquito activity and arbovirus risk
throughout the season. Our strategies, operations, and service approach are detailed in
our 2026 Program Plan, which serves as the community’s official notification of
mosquito treatment activities countywide.

For service details or treatment information, please visit www.saginawmosquito.com,
follow us on social media, or call our office at (989) 755-5751.



https://www.canva.com/design/DAHBr_-1380/fSqx1FkEpkue3HHSxKP-eQ/view?utm_content=DAHBr_-1380&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h131f1201b2#1
http://www.saginawmosquito.com/
http://www.saginawcountymi.gov/
mailto:a1airport@yahoo.com
mailto:wstanuszek@saginawcountymi.gov
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County of Saginaw Department Head Contact Information

Al Kaufman
Andrew Klaczkiewicz
Bill W. Stanuszek
Brian Lechel

Brian Wendling
Britney Mlostek
Christina Harrington
Denise Joseph
Gilbert Ramirez Il
Jaime Ceja
Jennifer Broadfoot
Jessica Tumblin
John McColgan
Katheryn Kelly
Kelly Suppes

Koren Thurston
Latecia Cirilo

Lt. Mark Przybylski
Mary Catherine Hannah
Mary McLaughlin
Michael Yelsik

Mike Gomez

Rachel Horton
Randy Pfau

Suzy Koepplinger
Tara Hofmeister
Tim Novak

Todd Borders

Tony DePelsMaeker
Vanessa Guerra
William Federspiel

o
Animal Control

Commission on Aging

Courthouse
Farly Voting Center

Family and Juvenile

Health Department
HW Browne Airport
Maintenance

Mosquito Abatement

Sheriff Department

HW Browne Airport, Manager
Information Technology, Director
Mosquito Abatement, Director
Parks & Recreation, Director
Public Works, Commissioner
District Court, Administrator
Health Department, Health Officer
Equalization, Director

Deputy County Administrator
Administrator's Office, Exec Asst
Personnel, Director

Interim 911 Authority, Director
Prosecuting Attorney

Register of Deeds
Purchasing,/Risk Manager
Financial Services, Director
Registrar of Probate

Emergency Services, Director
County Administrator/ CAO
Community Corrections, Coordinator
Circuit Court, Administrator
Sheriff Department, Undersheriff
Animal Care and Control, Director
Medical Examiner, Director

Board of Commissioners, Coordinator
Friend of the Court, Administrator
Treasurer

Family & Juvenile Court, Administrator
Maintenance, Director

County Clerk

Sheriff Department, Sheriff

www.saginawcountymi.gov

alairport@yahoo.com
itsc-ak@saginawcountymi.gov
wstanuszek(@saginawcountymi.gov
blechel@saginawcountymi.gov
bwendling@saginawcountymi.gov
bmlostek@saginawcountymi.gov

jbroadfoot@saginawcountymi.gov
jtumblin@saginawcountydll.com
imccolgan@saginawcountymi.gov

kthurston@saginawcountymi.gov
Icirilo@saginawcountymi.gov

mgomez@saginawcountymi.gov
rhorton@saginawcountymi.gov

thofmeister(@saginawcountymi.gov
tnovak@saginawcountymi.gov
thorders@saginawcountymi.gov
adepelsmaeker@saginawcountymi.gov
vguerra@saginawcountymi.gov

County of Saginaw Department Locations

618 Cass Street, Saginaw, Ml 48602

5615 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48604

2355 Schust Road, Saginaw, Mi 48603
11S. Michigan Ave, Saginaw, Ml 48602
618 Cass Street, Saginaw, Ml 48602

3360 Hospital Road, Saginaw, Mi 48603
1600 N. Michigan Ave, Saginaw, M 48602
4821 Janes Road, Saginaw, Mi 48601

1312 Gratiot Avenue, Saginaw, MI 48602
705 N. Towerline Road, Saginaw, M 48601
311S. Harrison, Saginaw, MI 48602

989-295-0675
989-996-1844
989-755-5/51
989-790-5281
989-790-5257
989-790-5360
989-758-3618
989-790-5260
989-790-5356
989-790-5211
989-790-5507
989-197-4590 x2
989-790-5330
989-790-5273
989-790-5505
989-790-5218
989-790-5322
989-790-5500
989-790-5211
989-790-5584
989-790-5411
989-790-5450
979-191-4500
989-758-3836
989-790-5268
989-790-5311
989-790-5230
989-199-4125
989-790-5235
989-790-5244
989-790-5400

https://www.facebook.com/Saginawall

https://www.facebook.com/SaginawAnimalControl

https: //www.facebook.com/SAGINAWCOA

WWW.Saginawcountymi.gov
https. //www.facebook.com/SaginawCountyClerk

WWW.Saginawcountymi.gov
https: //www.saginawpublichealth.org/

https. //www.khyx.org/

WWW.Saginawcountymi.gov

https: //www.saginawmosquito.com/
https://www.saginawcountymi.gov Sheriff
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